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te ; of Clevelan KISSELEV, consul | general “of “Wee 5. SiR. ace 


at New York City, principal speaker. HAONY, = 

_ Czechoslovak consul in Cleveland also spoke briefly. | 
Both stressed the friendship between LW 2>choslovakia 
and Russia. Leo SRZYCKI, president of American , 
Polish Labor Council lauded the Red Arms 


and the oY 
Partisan forces operating. in the conquered countries, - 

es and stressed the necessity of close cooperation with 
Russia for future world peace, Communist Party not 
_active in sponsoring Rally or arranging program. 
Receipts divided between Czech. and Russian War Relief. 
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F 25 rise. “Reference teletype advised that a joint Czech= 

b, i Russian. meeting was scheduled to be held in Cleveland 

oy on or abotit. April 15, 1944 to which KISSELEV, Russian 

se Consul of New York City was to be a delegate. 

| “hep 


COPIES, Sen 


P = DO,NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES - REC OR DED. 
oo ae wi pe : 


WE UE aL -fa+ P| 


APPROVED AND ox” 
FORWARDED: #* ¥ 


\ COPIES, OF THIS “le 


/ ae 


. \eF. Bureau . i : “| 2 RQ 
4 ~ Washington D. G.* ade 


| Si evetns V2" oo 


a iS Es AO. - pa 
sof £ {yi A Y jd , Ly4a : WU, 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE is oe ai : 


- Aide -caMapiah ces’ <a acne “3 learn erent chys we n/a ae eo es BBs 3 


HW 33037 Docld: 32698794 Page 2 


We 
y 


CV P.O. . 
100~7311 's 3 af 


Sponsorship and Arrangements 


: Confidential informant T-1 ascertained for the writer that a 
Czech-Russian Rally was scheduled to be held on Sunday, April 16, 1944 at 
5:00 p.m, at the Czech Sokol Hall, 4314 Clark Avenue. This meeting was to 
be a cultural gathering of people of Slav Ancestry to celebrate the recent 
Signing of the Russian-Czech pact. He advised that round Ohio District 
President of the Slovak National Alliance was instrumental “in organizing the 
rally on behalf of the Slovak National ‘Alliance. .To insure the success of 
the venture, KRCH invited HARRY B RayBEsttoFF (chairman of the American 
United War Relief Committee of Cldveland, vice chairman of the United Slav 
Congress, and State Vice president of the International Workers Order, and “9 
formerly active in various other reported Communist Party front organizations 
in Cleveland; also reported to be a strong Communist Party sympathizer) to be ' 
co-chairman of the affair and bring his groups into it. T-2 stated as far — 
as he was able to learn, these two individuals were soley responsible for 
staging the affair, ; [ 


In connection with the Slovak National Alliance he stated it was 
organized in 1939 after Czechoslovakia was invaded by Germany. to aid in the. 
liberation of Czechoslovakia, He stated that the organization has perhaps 
4500 members nationally of which between 400 and 500 are in Cleveland, The 
organization is not Communistically dominated or subversive in any respect, 
Its membership is composed mainly of members of the Czechoslovak National. 
Alliance of the Czechoslovak Catholic Union, 


Informant T-2, who is well-informed on Czechoslovakimaffairs in 
Cleveland,.,coenfirmed the above information and further advised that EVJUNET I 
DMITRIEVICHASSSELEV, consul general of the U:S.S.R. at New York City was to 
be“the principal speaker. He stated that EMANUEL JAN HAJNY, Czech consul 
in Cleveland was also scheduled to give a brief talk on the program. He stated 
that HAJNY is opposed to speaking at any political or supposed social group 
which later might leave him open to criticism, In this case he was requested 
to appear on the program by the Czechoslovakian Legation in Washington, D.C. 
inasmuch as a Russian. consul was also to appear on the program. 

2 . J 


v 

He did not consider a Czech-Russian Rally unusual as he states a 
friendship has always existed between the two nations and that Czechoslovakia 
had maintained very sbisfactory trade relations with Russia until the outbreak 
of the war. He also stated that the recent pact signed between the two nations 
is very satisfactory to Czechoslovakia in that Russia assures the restoration 
of the Czech Empire and that she will in no way interfere with its internal , J 
affairs. ‘ | 
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Czech-Russian Rally . 


On April 16, 19bA, the writer attended this meeting held at the 
Gzech Sokol Hall, 4314 Clark Avenue which was open to the public and which 
started at 5:30 p.m. Approximately 650 to 700 people were in attendance, 


The following individuals were seated at the speakers! stand: 


Name ; @rganization represented 
nah 
JOSEP "PEP ANEK Czech National Cathelic Unien 
FRANYAPRECH- . Czech-American National Alliance 
THADS4ASON (reported Party member) Progressive Polish Party 
LEOMKRZYCKT (reported strong Communist Party sympathizer) 


National president of Polish-American Labor Council 
and American Slav Congress; general vice-president 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers (CI®) 
nour E Slovak National Alliance 
HARRY poe SHKOFF (reported Party sympathizer} Vice-chairman of 
United Slav Congress, State vice-president of - 
the IWO, and chairman of the American United 


3 


{ War Relief Committee of Cleveland 
iu (reported American youth for Bemecracy and 
Communist Party member) Representative of the 
Bere Russian and Slav Youth groups 
HUGENE/ KISSELE ‘Consul general of U.S.S.R. at New York City 
EMANUEL non ade Czech consul in Cigverend: 


LOUIS KRCH opened the meeting in the Czech language by seieonies 
the assembly, and then read a proclamation by the Czech—American National 


Alliance at Chicago, Illinois to the people of Czechoslovakia urging them to 


welcome the Russian armies into Czechoslovakia and assist them in ridding 
the Nazi hordes from their country, 


He then introduced STEPANEK, PRECH, GLINSKI,- and LUBESHKOFF who 
very briefly extended greetings from their respective organizations. 


| STEPANEK and PRECH spoke Czech, MASON in Polish, while BLANCHE GLINSKI and 


LUBESHKOFF spoke in English, Tt is interesting to note that GLINSKI extended 
greetings as a representative of Russian and Slav Youth-in Cleveland but 
made no reference to the American Youth for Democracy. 


LUBESHKOFF then took over as chairman and at great length intro~ 
duced LEO KRZYCKI, giving all his affiliations and stating he had spent 
forty-six years in the labor movement. KRZYCKI speaking both in Polish and 
Englisn, delivered a forceful and rousing talk, lauding the Red Army, Partisan ~ 
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forces in the conquered countries, and Marshal STALIN. ‘The mention of 
STALIN's name drew a loud round of applause from the audience intermingled 
with cheering. He stressed the necessity of close cooperation by the 
United States, England and other European nations with Russia after the 
war to insure future world peace, 


Doctor HAJNY then addressed the gathering in the Czech language, 
stressing the friendship between Czechoslovakia and Russia. He stated that 
when Germany invaded Czechoslovakia several units of the Czech Army fled : 

' into Poland and fought with the Polish forces against Germany until the fall 
of Poland when they joined the Russian forces, Two divisions of Czech troups 
were among the first to reach the border of Czechoslovakia in recent Russian 
advances, .He stated that the Czechoslovak people are depending on Russia 
in liberating their country, 


The final speaker was KISSELEV, Consul general of the U.S.S.R. in 
New York who received a tremendous ovation, He spoke in Russian and 
according to T~2, who also attended the rally, stated that Russia and ~ 
Czechoslovakia pleaded béfore the Geneva Conference for world peace and 
security which would have saved the world from Munich and the present war, 
He commended the friendship that exists between the two nations. In con- 
cluding he stated that Russia realizes and greatly appreciates the material 
aid she is receiving from the United States and hopes for an even closer ; 
relationship between these two great nations in the post war era. ! 


After his speech, LUBESHKOFF announced that the rally was jointly 
sponsored by the Slavic National Alliance and the American United War Relief 
Committee of Cleveland of which he is chairman and which was recently 
organized by uniting the various Russian organizations in Cleveland, : 


He then introduced JACK ; (LAWRENCE LEONARD Yu, reported 
Party member) of the Russian War /R lise, Znc., who thanked the people for 
their cooperation in the past which enabled the Cleveland district to lead 
the United States in clothing contributions in Russian “war relief. He then 
made a plea for aid in the "Relief Kit" program which the organization is 
sponsoring at the present time. es , 


A collection was then taken up which amounted to $530 which was 
to be divided equally between Russian War Relief and Czech War Relief, 


The program was concluded with the M. R. Stefanik and Russian 
choruses singing several numbers, and the showing of a motion picture 
"Janosik", Slovak legendary hero. 
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- Miscellaneous 
Informant T~2 advised that the Russian and Slovak sections of the 
International Workers Order (reported Communist Party front or ganization) 
in Cleveland were well-represented at the rally. He credited the large 
turn-out to the efforts of LUBESHKOFF in publicizing the affair before various 
Russian groups that he’ represents, and estimated that half of the crowd 
was of. Russian descent, 


demi’ member of the Communist Party, advised that the Communist 
Party. had nothing to do with sponsoring the affair or arranging the program. 
He stated that to his knowledge the affair was not even discussed by local 
Party leaders, 


; EEE identity is known to the Bureau, were 
unable to furnish any information concerning the Czech-Russian Rally which 
would indicate that the Communist Party showed any interest in the affair. 


pgs A leaflet advertising a film "Battle of Russia" to be. shown at 
the’ Ukrainian Home, 1051 Auburn Avenue on April 22, 1944 under the 
sponsorship of the Slovak-section of the I.W.0. was passed out at the rally. 
It was announced that ibs BEDACHT, general secretary of the I.W.0. will 

be, ,/ speaker. / 


No Communist literature was sold or Daseed out at this rally, 
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Father DEMETRIOUS LESCHISHIN, Pastor, St. Vladimir Church, 2280 West _ 
llth Street, Cleveland, Ohio, advised this office on July 12, 199 that he had 
recently received a letter from one Mrs. OLGA SOKOLOW, DP Camp, Block , Room 


9,23Marel/ Oldbg., Germany, addressed to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 2280 
West 11th-Street, Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A. 


pee The contents of this letter Are as follows: 


a - "DP Camp, Block h, Room 89 
Olga Sekeleua /23/Varel/Oldbg. 
g “Germany : 
7 6° a ; ‘ p 
"Ukrainian Orthodox Church we io ay 

i | .2280 W 11 Street, al 6? Sd 
F _ Cleveland, Ohio, pre UY Q, ae 
ic , Venehe f 6" ‘Ye : WS ia 
: Aa og - ae 

: Gentleman: o” 5 BY cm 


.) 
| fr e o ie 
F According to the news recently broadcast by the Voice of 

\ America, AROKOLOH, BORIS, pilot-6fficer of the Russian Air Force, 
\\ has escaped from the USSR and at’ present is living in the U.S.A. 
“i - i as a political emigrant. 


I myself have a brother named SOKOLOW BORIS who was born at 
Ivanovskoja near Leningrad, USSR, .on April 5th, 1922, whom I have 
nothing heard of since I left the USSR in 193. 


eECOMDED cérr FILED m /@ ie 363550 —_ ye 


Would you, please, inform me, whether the a/n person is iden- 
Cr ae tical with my brother whom I am tracing for, and if it is 3 what is 
&, a his address, so that I could contact him. 
x af ( at? ; 
f i, qt b© Yours faithfully, 
AZ Qh : ? ke p 
Rate /s/ OLGAXSOKOLOW | 
: Se ges . 
: OLGA SOKOLOW." a a 


Father . LESCHISHIN stated that he did not know how the subject came in- 
to possession of the address of his church, as he was not acquainted with the sub- 


ject and has never heard of her. He further stated Abas Yig ap pip Aipate f 2 ; 2. 
ec . , = nf x a4 i a agrergte a f- : ey # ra ‘ 
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Director, FBI July lh, 199 


* 


‘letter might be a request put out by the Russian Government as a 
seemingly innocent blind’ by which the Russians could locate this 
BORIS SOKOLOW and attempt ‘to take him back to Russia. , 


Father LESCHISHIN added by way’ of explanation that this — 
SOKOLOW BORIS named in the letter was probably one of the two pilots 
who deserted the Russians and sought asylum in the U. S. zone of Ger- 
many some time ago. Father LESCHISHIN stated that: these two pilots 


j had toured the United States but he advised he did not know of their _ 


present whereabouts. He stated that he certainly did not desire to 
give any assistance to the Russians if it were a "plant", nor did he 
wish to disappoint any innocent person if the letter was legitimate, 
and for that reason he desired to inform the FBI. 


| Father LESCHISHIN stated he was under no compunction to 


- answer the communication and stated that if the Bureau desired he would. 


4 


make any reply requested, as he was willing to cooperate in any way. He 
also stated it seemed to him that the quality of the writing paper was 
too good to be used in a DP camp. 


Father LESCHISHIN stated that it was not necessary for the 
letter to be returned to him and consequently same is being forwarded 
for the Bureau's information and whatever action deemed advisable. 
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